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to inquire into the official conduct of the President and to
report whether he had been guilty of acts designed or
calculated to "overthrow, subvert, or corrupt the Govern-
ment of the United States, or any department or office
thereof." On the 28th of February, the committee re-
ported that it had examined a large number of witnesses
and collected many documents, but had not been able to
reach a conclusion and that it would not feel justified in
making a final report upon so important a matter in the
expiring hours of this Congress, even if it had been able
to make an affirmative one. On the 29th of March follow-
ing, the committee was instructed to continue its investi-
gation.

It accordingly continued its work and voted on the 1st
of June, by 5 to 4, that there was no evidence that would
warrant impeachment; but at the earnest solicitation of
the minority it kept the case open during the recess which
Congress took from July to November. In this interval
one member of the committee changed his vote and this
change made the committee stand 5 to 4 in favor of im-
peachment. The report of the committee was presented
by Boutwell, of Massachusetts, November 25? accom-
panied by a resolution that Andrew Johnson, President
of the United States, be impeached for high crimes and
misdemeanors. James F. Wilson, of Iowa, chairman of
the committee, submitted a minority report adverse to
impeachment, and the House on the 7th of December sus-
tained Wilson and rejected the majority report by a vote
of 57 to 108. Among those voting against impeachment
were Allison, Bingham, Elaine, Dawes, Poland, Spalding,
and Washburne, of Illinois. On the other side were Thad-
deus Stevens, B. F. Butler, and John A. Logan. On the
5th of August, the President sent to Stanton a note of
three lines saying that his resignation as Secretary of Warking fresh guarantees for "the
